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Literacy Link Eastern Ontario Commitment to Indigenous Relations 
 

Literacy Link Eastern Ontario is committed to acknowledging Indigenous contributions to our history 
and land stewardship, diversity and inclusion, supporting Indigenous ways of knowing and being, and 
empowering our Indigenous relations. 
 
We are grateful to be able to live and work in the territory of the Anishinaabe and Haudenosaunee 
Peoples, including the Mohawk of Tyendinaga and Mohawk of Akwesasne. We are thankful to the First 
Nations, Métis, and Inuit people who have cared for these lands since time immemorial and who 
continue to strengthen Ontario and all communities across the province.  
 
We commit to ongoing support and stewardship of these lands alongside the Anishinaabe, 
Haudenosaunee, all First Nations, Métis, and Inuit toward reconciliation, stewardship, and learning 
together. 
 
Please take a moment to express gratitude for the land and waters that provide for us.  
 
To further your understanding and knowledge of the heritage of Indigenous lands, please visit 
https://native-land.ca/  
 
Truth and Reconciliation 
Literacy Link Eastern Ontario is committed to supporting the Truth and Reconciliation Commission's 94 
Calls to Action with specific attention to 
 
Call to Action 7: We call upon the federal government to develop with Aboriginal groups a joint 
strategy to eliminate educational and employment gaps between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal 
Canadians. 
 
Calls to Action 8: We call upon the federal government to eliminate the discrepancy in federal 
education funding for First Nations children being educated on reserves and those First Nations 
children being educated off reserves. 
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Call to Action 9: We call upon the federal government to prepare and publish annual reports 
comparing funding for the education of First Nations children on and off reserves, as well as 
educational and income attainments of Aboriginal peoples in Canada compared with non-Aboriginal 
people. 
 
Call to Action 10: We call on the federal government to draft new Aboriginal education legislation with 
the full participation and informed consent of Aboriginal peoples.  
 
Call to Action 11: We call upon the federal government to provide adequate funding to end the 
backlog of First Nations students seeking a post-secondary education. 
 
Call to Action 12: We call upon the federal, provincial, territorial, and Aboriginal governments to 
develop culturally appropriate early childhood education programs for Aboriginal families. 
 
Call to Action 57: We call upon federal, provincial, territorial, and municipal governments to provide 
education to public servants on the history of Aboriginal peoples, including the history and legacy of 
residential schools, the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, Treaties and 
Aboriginal rights, Indigenous law, and Aboriginal–Crown relations. This will require skills-based training 
in intercultural competency, conflict resolution, human rights, and anti-racism. 
 
 
 
Brandy Smith 

Executive Director 

Literacy Link Eastern Ontario 
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